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House Speaker Sprowls Calls New Law to Protect Businesses, Health Care 

Providers from Frivolous COVID Lawsuits a “Victory for All Floridians” 
SB 72 was signed into law by Governor Ron DeSantis today 

 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (March 29, 2021) – Standing alongside Florida Governor Ron DeSantis 

as he signed landmark COVID-19 business and health care provider liability protections into 

law, Florida House of Representatives Speaker Chris Sprowls, R-Palm Harbor, heralded the new 

law as a “victory for all Floridians.” 

 

Senate Bill 72, “Civil Liability for Damages Relating to COVID-19,” signed into law today by 

Florida Governor Ron DeSantis, passed the Florida House on Friday (83-31) and passed the 

Florida Senate on March 18 (24-15). This legislation became effective upon the Governor’s 

signature today. 

 

“This law is a victory for all Floridians. It keeps Florida’s economy open, saves jobs, and 

protects businesses against frivolous lawsuits while ensuring that lawsuits with merit can move 

forward,” said Florida House Speaker Chris Sprowls. “Starting now, businesses and health care 

providers who are doing the right thing won’t have to work and live and fear that a frivolous 

COVID lawsuit could jeopardize their livelihood. I am proud of the collaboration between the 

Florida House and Senate to deliver this good bill to Governor DeSantis’ desk and to see it 

signed into law today.” 

 

Speaker Sprowls also recognized the leadership and work of House bill sponsors which led to the 

negotiated Senate Bill that was signed today.  

 

“I want to thank our House Health & Human Services committee Chair Colleen Burton, the 

sponsor of our House bill to protect Florida health care providers from frivolous COVID 
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lawsuits, and also Representative Lawrence McClure, whose bill offered the same types of 

protections for our businesses,” added Speaker Sprowls. “Their hard work really set not only the 

foundation, but the framework for the legislation being signed into law today. Their fingerprints 

are all over this bill, and I am proud to recognize their work.” 

 

“For a year now, our health care workers have been in the fight to protect Floridians from 

COVID-19. By Governor DeSantis signing this key legislation, we can now protect those who 

take care of us,” said Chair Colleen Burton, R-Lakeland. “I am proud to be in Florida where 

we’ve taken action to support our health care heroes.” 

 

“The state has felt the impact of COVID-19. I am proud to be a part of legislation that helps 

Floridians and Florida businesses get back on their feet,” said Representative Lawrence 

McClure, R-Dover. “Preventing frivolous lawsuits moves the state’s recovery from the pandemic 

another step forward. Thank you to Speaker Sprowls and Governor DeSantis for supporting these 

critical liability protections.” 

 

For more information, please visit https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/.  
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